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                                            www.foxwood.notts.sch.uk
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        30th June 2020

Dear Parents/Carers

As we come to the final month of the 2019/20 academic year I am sure you will agree that it has been an unusual one. 

The last day of term this year will be Thursday 23rd July 2020. The Academy will be closed for the summer break and will re-open on Thursday 3rd September 2020 (not for all – see below).
We are VERY keen to have all of our children back in September, as you know advice has not always been clear and so I will outline my plans now and if they need to change, I will contact you over the next few weeks or over the summer break with any updates. 

The first day of the new academic year will be Thursday 3rd September 2020. On this day and on Friday 4th September 2020 we will be welcoming back KEY STAGE 3 (years 7, 8 and 9) ONLY and our NEW PRIMARY STARTERS.  Most of these children will have been away from the Academy for approximately six months and so will have two days at the Academy to help re-settle and re-focus. It has been a long time to have children at home and I am keen to make sure the transition back to education is measured and sustainable. 

The first day for our existing primary aged children (Hedgehogs, Rabbits, Squirrels and Foxcubs) and our children in years 10 and 11 will be Monday 7th September 2020.
Our year 12 and 13 children will start on Wednesday 9th September 2020.
This staggered start is common in some schools as it helps systems and resources gradually start. As some children and young people have been away for so long, I am mindful of the government’s description back in the spring of having a controlled, phased and measured approach to opening. The children and young people will be following their usual timetables in September but as ever we will ensure that our values (learning for life, independence, celebration and education) underpin everything we do. We will be spending additional time ensuring that we help nurture relationships, grow our sense of community, develop transparency and give everyone the time re- find their place at Foxwood Academy.
You may remember that I wrote to you May in describing how we were plotting a course through all of the SEN, Secondary, Primary and Public Health advice. We are now using all available staff in all available classrooms. Key worker and some primary children still attend for 4 days a week and as of this week a number of 14-19 young people have started to attend for two days a week. Social distancing between staff and children and children is quite difficult and so I urge you to remain alert to the continued advice. 

Key stage three children remain at home at Foxwood and across the country and for many of you this has been challenging. I would like to thank you for your patience and understand that, for some of you, this has been quite frustrating. I am incredibly grateful to the staff who have remained in contact with you over the educational lockdown; but if you are having problems, need some advice or simply need to get something off your chest please remember we are still here to help. 

I plan to write to you again towards the end of the month but this letter is also available on the Academy website if needed. As of next week we will be including a ‘virtual tour’ on the website – we hope you find it interesting.
Kind regards
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