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          12th May 2020

Dear Parent/Carers

Yesterday the government published a document called Coronavirus (Covid-19): implementing protective measures in education and childcare settings. This is a long document that I will try to simplify and help link to Foxwood.  You may of course have questions which we will try to answer, we are always at the end of a phone if you need us. 

From the week commencing 1st June at the earliest, the government will be asking schools to welcome back children in nursery, reception, year 1 and year 6.

We will be contacting parents and carers directly to let them know when Foxwood will be open to their children. You will have some flexibility and will be involved in this decision.  If you wish to keep your child at home you may do so as the absence will be authorised until further notice or guidance. 

The ambition is to bring all primary year groups back to school before the summer holidays, for a month if feasible, though this will be kept under review. This means that we will aim to increase the numbers of primary age children at the Academy on a week by week basis. The target is to have all primary children (who are able and who are safe) to attend by Friday 26th June 2020. We are in the planning stages of this but will not publish details until we are clear that teaching unions, the government and the medical advice tells us that it is safe to open. 

Year 10 and year 12 students who will be sitting examinations next academic year will be offered some face to face contact with their teachers after this point. Again, we will need to look at who requires this support and will contact families separately. There has been no information of when secondary age children can return to the Academy. 

Personal protective equipment PPE

We have been advised that wearing a face covering or face mask is not recommended for staff or children. We have face masks and I will leave it to the staff member to decide. You may wish to send your child in a mask, I will leave this decision to you under the current circumstances. 

Shielding

Those classed as clinically extremely vulnerable due to pre-existing medical conditions are NOT expected to attend school.

Those children who are considered clinically vulnerable should follow medical advice and only attend if it is safe to do so.

If a child, young person or a member of staff lives with someone who is clinically vulnerable (but not clinically extremely vulnerable), including those who are pregnant, they can attend their education or childcare setting.

If a child, young person or staff member lives in a household with someone who is extremely clinically vulnerable it is advised they only attend an education or childcare setting if stringent social distancing can be adhered to and, in the case of children, they are able to understand and follow those instructions. This may not be possible for very young children and older children without the capacity to adhere to the instructions on social distancing. If stringent social distancing cannot be adhered to, we do not expect those individuals to attend. It is important to recognise that whilst we will try to implement social distancing we cannot guarantee this at all times.

In the classroom, during the day (subject to change on advice from health and safety and union advice)

· We will aim to put the children in small, half groups with one teacher and one TA

· We will try to keep the children separate and will provide them with a new timetable encouraging outside learning

· Break times, lunchtimes (and possibly start and finish times) will be staggered

· We will try to make sure that children in different classrooms do not mix

· Soft furnishings, toys and items that are difficult to clean will be removed

· We will try to keep the same staff with the same groups of children

· We will aim to use outside classroom doors for entry into and out of the building

· We may not be able to use outside equipment as we cannot guarantee that it can be appropriately cleaned. 

· We may need to close to most children and young people on Friday afternoons (this will be confirmed later)

Transport and the start and end of the day

You have been advised not to use public transport and so where possible we would encourage you to bring your children to the Academy (guidance will shortly be published)

When you do bring your child only one parent or carer should accompany them. You will be advised of an allocated drop off time and drop off area, you must not gather at the entrance area or gates. 

You will need to prepare a packed lunch for your child as our kitchens continue to be closed. We will provide a meal for children who are entitled free school meals (this may change if our kitchens open).
Frequently asked questions:

What happens if I don’t think it is safe to send my child to school at the moment?

Don’t send them. We will authorise the absence. 

Will contact tracing be in place in educational and childcare settings?
The government is developing a new national test and trace programme. This will bring together an app, expanded web and phone-based contact tracing, and swab testing for those with potential coronavirus symptoms. This programme will play an important role in helping to minimise the spread of coronavirus in the future. It will also include more traditional methods of contact tracing if a child, young person or parent tests positive. This could include, for example, direct discussion with parents and schools or colleges on recent contacts. The government is recruiting 18,000 contact tracers to support contact tracing and will recruit more if needed. They will play an important part in tracing the contacts of those with coronavirus, including children.
What happens if someone becomes unwell at an educational or childcare setting?
If anyone becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature in an education or childcare setting, they must be sent home and advised to follow the COVID-19: guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection guidance.

If a child is awaiting collection, they should be moved, if possible, to a room where they can be isolated behind a closed door, depending on the age of the child and with appropriate adult supervision if required. Ideally, a window should be opened for ventilation. If it is not possible to isolate them, move them to an area which is at least 2 metres away from other people.

If they need to go to the bathroom while waiting to be collected, they should use a separate bathroom if possible. The bathroom should be cleaned and disinfected using standard cleaning products before being used by anyone else.

PPE should be worn by staff caring for the child while they await collection if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained (such as for a very young child or a child with complex needs).

What happens if there is a confirmed case of coronavirus in a setting?
When a child, young person or staff member develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus, they should be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 7 days. Their fellow household members should self-isolate for 14 days. All staff and students who are attending an education or childcare setting will have access to a test if they display symptoms of coronavirus, and are encouraged to get tested in this scenario.

Where the child, young person or staff member tests positive, the rest of their class or group within their childcare or education setting should be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 14 days. The other household members of that wider class or group do not need to self-isolate unless the child, young person or staff member they live with in that group subsequently develops symptoms.
Kind regards
[image: image16.jpg]%

FOXWOOD
ACADEMY




James Hutchinson – Headteacher
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